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A Message From our Parish Priest

Christ is Born, brothers and sisters in Christ! 

May the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ bring 
peace and spiritual awakening to all of us and to the whole world! 
There days, we need this peace that comes from above, more 
than ever. 

It seems that every year we are facing new challenges. As soon 
as we got out of the pandemic, that put the whole world to a 
halt, now, the world’s news are always “bombarding” us with 
new shocking events. We hear and see constant unrest, wars or 
rumors of wars. But the Lord has already warned us and prepared 
for it when He said: “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 

pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.” (Matthew 24:5-8). 
And He continues to give us the good news and the promise of His presence among us and revealing 
to us which is even more important: “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not 
grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Luke 12.32-34). And in His divine wisdom we find 
consolation since our true treasure and homeland is in the Kingdom of Heaven.

I know this words are hard to take and digest for all of us. But the Holy Scripture is not giving us a 
partial truth but the whole Truth. And this truth is not an idea or a philosophical concept, but a Person, 
just as we don’t receive only part of Christ, but a full Christ at every Liturgy. He Who is the Truth, Christ 
Himself says: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 
14:6).

At the beginning of every Divine Liturgy we pray for the peace from above. This is not some secular/
worldly prayer or a pacifistic plea as to what the world is looking for, but rather a cry for change that 
starts within us. It is a call to first start with the change (the repentance - Greek: μετάνοια) inside of 
us and then to witness to the word that same peace we have acquired which comes from above. St. 
Seraphim of Sarov says: “Acquire the Spirit of Peace and a thousand souls around you will be saved.” 
This is the heavenly peace we are looking for always, and is tangible and achievable with God’s help if 
we are asking for it in humility of heart. It is not the false peace of the world, but the one of the Holy 
Spirit. For how can we bring peace to the others, if we don’t have it in ourselves? 

And this peace is always coming towards us, but it is up to us whether we are going to accept it or 
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ignore it. It’s up to us to decide every time we say: “In peace let us pray to the Lord ... and, from the 
peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.”

With and in Christ, dear brothers and sisters, there can be no fear. As the Holy Fathers teach, if we 
have Christ we can not be held captive by the fear which paralyzes the soul especially of those who 
rely on themselves alone and seek the justice and the pleasures of this world. This is a demonic trap. 
The fallen angels are totalitarian in nature. They are seeking the death of the human kind and are the 
source of every unrest. As our Lord says: “He [the devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he 
is a liar, and the father of it. (John 8:44).

But our hope is in Christ, and no one else. In Him, we are the victors. Out of love for the humankind 
He became a human. And His love is perfect. We see this because of His humiliation, crucifixion and 
death on the Cross, His resurrection and ascension into the Heavens, all because of us. That is why we 
say with joy: Christ is Born! Indeed He is Born! The Messiah is among us lying in a manger, born not in 
a palace, but in a cave. Among those that need Him the most. At every Divine Liturgy the mystery of 
His incarnation is revealed to us. And if we pay attention to the liturgical hymnography, we can easily 
see this. But if we live the [continuous] liturgy outside of the church walls, we will see Christ always 
dwelling in our midst, because the Liturgy can be served always and everywhere at the altar of our 
hearts. 

Glory to God, for all things. We had many important events this year. With God’s help we renovated 
the altar walls with new frescoes and we welcomed new parishioners and catechumens, so, our small 
parish looks better because of Him Who is the source of every blessing. 

Let us continue to build upon the good work that the Lord has invited us in this world. People 
around us are thirsty for Christ and His Church. So, If we want to worthily call ourselves Orthodox 
Christians, and witness to others our Christian ethos, they will need to see the love of Christ has for 
His Church in us. In this love we greet each other for:

Christ is born! Христос се роди! Χριστός γεννάται:

With the blessing and through the prayers of our Bishop and father Irinej, may this light of Christ’s 
Nativity bring to you all, the Grace of the Holy Spirit.  And remember me in your prayers as I remember 
you always, 

 Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will towards men!

Your servant in Christ,
Fr. Borjan Vitanov

December, 2022 
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A Message From Our 
Church Board President

NOEL: A term signifying the holiday season meaning “to 
be born.” With this holiday season upon us, it is time once 
again to count our many blessings for the continued health 
and growth of our parish.

Father Borjan has been maintaining a busy schedule hold-
ing religious education classes twice weekly with a new 
monthly class geared to the young adults and their parents. 
Sunday school has continued educating the youth, building 
a strong foundation in the faith thanks to Chris Giovanis and 
Kira Lentz and Popadeja when called upon.

As our congregation grows, more and more parishoners 
are assuming added responsibilities for maintaining and 
supporting this growth from housekeeping to fundraising 
and social activities. I am appreciative to the many volun-
teers who have given so well and so much throughout this 

year, whether teaching, cooking, baking, serving, cleaning ......our countless unseen tasks that 
keep our commnity thriving.

During this sacred holiday we celebrate gladness, deep affection, peacefulness and hope, may 
all four of these gifts fill our spiritual life for another year.

MIR bOZJI! HRISTOS SE RODI!

Judie Larson
Church Board President
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CHRIST IS bORN!  INDEED HE IS bORN!
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, / Has shone to the world the Light of wisdom! / 

For by it, those who worshipped the stars, / Were taught by a Star to adore You, / 
The Sun of Righteousness, / And to know You, the Orient from on High. / 

O Lord, glory to You!

Wishing you a joyous Christmas and the blessings 
of peace and hope throughout the coming year!

David and Judie Larson
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Discourse on Love

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ handed down to us the perfect teaching on salvation. And he 
himself was the first to implement what he taught. It is he who ‘practices and teaches’ (Matth. 5, 
19). He also gave us the parable of the Good Samaritan as an example of real love. But the most out-
standing Good Samaritan is Christ himself, who took upon himself our nature tortured by robbers, 
that is the demons, the passions, and human wickedness, then raised it and gave it life through his 
death on the Cross and his resurrection.

We all know now that perfect Christian love is universal; it’s love for everyone, even for our en-
emies. This is something we all know but find it difficult to live. Even among those closest to us, in 
our families, at work, there are people we don’t much like. Sometimes this is the case even though 
they’ve done nothing to us, or something very small, or something we think they may have done. It’s 
enough for us to feel cold  and sometimes actually hostile towards them. But where’s the Christian 
love in such cases? We have to struggle really hard to break free of such antipathies, which rob us of 
Christ’s love and don’t help us to be his true disciples.

Saint Paul teaches that this perfect love of Christ can’t be achieved merely through our own pow-

Archimandrite Georgios Kapsanis, 
Former Abbott of the Holy Monastery of 

Gregoriou on Mount Athos



7

ers, because all of us, to a greater or lesser extent, are sick, spiritually unwell. Our will is feeble and 
our mind is darkened. It needs the illumination of the Holy Spirit. You will recall that this is why, in 
his Epistle to the Galatians, Saint Paul includes love among the greatest of the virtues: ‘But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control’ (Gal. 5, 22-23).

So we will try, then, we’ll strive to acquire love, but it’s necessary that we also request the grace 
of the Holy Spirit: to enlighten us, to cleanse us of the passions and lack of love and to give us the gift 
of love. Then, when the Holy Spirit responds to our request, to our prayer,  to our desire and to our 
efforts, he will give us the gift of real love. Then we’ll be proper and good disciples of the teacher of 
love, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

I’ll just tell you a story I remember then I’ll finish. It’s about a little Orthodox Greek boy who lived 
in Alexandria, in Egypt. When he played with other children, little Muslims, if they hit him, he didn’t 
hit them back, he didn’t respond in kind. The other children, his friends, once asked him: ‘If people hit 
us, we hit them back. But we’ve noticed that when you get hit, you don’t strike back, you don’t give 
as good as you get’. And this blessed and enlightened child replied: ‘I’m a disciple of Christ. Christ 
told us not to strike back. So I don’t’. One of the other children, a Muslim, heard this and it moved 
him. When he grew up he came to know Christ and became Christian. He was baptized and became 
Christian.

That’s what disciples of Christ should be like. We should imitate him in all things and in love. We 
should always cultivate this spirit of real love towards all people, particularly those for whom we 
feel coolness and towards whom we have negative feelings. There’s no need for us to go looking for 
enemies to love, because often enough we can’t even love the people we live with, who are in our 
home, among our relatives, sometimes in our community.

So this is why, fathers and Christian brothers who are here now*, let’s all begin to make a sincere 
effort to accept every person, whoever they are, as our brother or sister and to love them as we 
should love Christ himself.

May we therefore be blessed by the grace of the Holy Spirit in this matter, which is the be all and 
end all of the Christian life. As I’ve said, without love we can’t be true disciples of Christ.

*This is a talk delivered at a meal in the refectory of the Monastery of Grigoriou

Source: Pemptousia 5 August 2021
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Christ and the Social Problem

Archimandrite Georgios Kapsanis, Abbot of the Holy Monastery of Gregoriou †

25 July 2020
The more that people are cleansed of the 

passions, the greater their capacity for real 
communion with God and other people.

Those who take a romantic and external 
view of the human person transfer wicked-
ness from the person onto society, which is 
why they proclaim that any improvement in 
society will bring with it an improvement in 
people. But, without denying the importance 
of social effects on people, we Orthodox 
prioritize the transformation of the person 
through repentance and divine grace.

It’s a grave error to want to change society 
without first striving to change ourselves. 
It is, at the very least, naive to believe that 
a change in a few social institutions will also 
bring about a change in people even if they 
don’t repent.

Sick people create sick societies and sick 
societies make sick people worse. Trying to 
solve social sicknesses without curing person-
al sickness is simply shifting the problem, it’s 
a refusal to accept our personal responsibility, 

an evasion of repentance, a surrender to our egotism, a reluctance to see ourselves as we re-
ally are. It’s important to remember that the Lord made personal repentance a condition of 
entry into His kingdom.

Nor should we ignore the work of the devil in the break-down of societies and of individual 
persons and in the general prevalence of evil. The humanist simplification of social problems 
denies the existence of the devil. In the Gospel and in Christian experience, however, the ex-
tent of the active involvement of the devil in personal and social situations is made clear, as is 
the need for a struggle against him and for the renunciation and exorcism of evil spirits. Rec-
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ognizing spirits is a gift to certain priest monks and lay people, to be used to prevent Christians 
falling into the traps set for them by the evil one, when he appears in the guise of goodness.

We’ve emphasized the power of the anti-Eucharistic and anti-social forces not in order to 
demonstrate the impossibility of overcoming them, but to show that striving Christians need 
to take them into account. Christ defeated these forces and with His power and the support of 
Divine Grace, Christians can share in this victory.

***

It’s at this point that the social struggle of Christians differs from every other struggle. The 
society which humanist systems (idealistic and materialistic) wish to create is anthropocentric. 
The society of Christians is centred on the incarnate Lord. The means used by the humanists 
also are anthropocentric; those of Christians, theanthropocentric. The basis of Christian social-
ism is humility, whereas at the foundations of the humanist version we find pride, self-suffi-
ciency and the exclusion of God. This is a repetition of the sin of Adam: the quest for divinity 
without God.

It may be no coincidence that these two humanist systems (Capitalism and Communism) 
and their economic implications, have their origins in the heretic West and were preceded by 
the religious anthropocentrism of the ‘infallible’ Pope and the filioque. This should be borne 
in mind by the Orthodox and former Orthodox who recklessly discard our Orthodox tradition, 
usually out of ignorance, in favour of adherence to the Western systems.

The fact that non-Christian society is merely human deprives it of the possibility of bringing 
peace to people’s souls, because it leaves us unreconciled to our Heavenly Father, so there’s 
no focus to it. Let’s remember the words of Saint Augustine, which express the human experi-
ence: ‘You made us, Lord, for yourself, and our heart is always uneasy until it finds rest with 
you’[1].

The atheist social systems help us to find solutions to certain economic and social problems, 
but not to have a real and substantial relationship with God and other people. They don’t actu-
ally answer our existential questions, particularly that of death. People are settled very com-
fortably – in order to die. Even though these systems, particularly Marxism, are characterized 
by a strong, secular messianism, they don’t, in fact, ‘lead from death to life’ and so they create 
people who are tragic and without hope. Sometimes intense humanistic or entrepreneurial 
activity is the result of an attempt to forget our basic problem, that of death, and to deliver us 
from the anxiety, the vacuum and tedium that marks a life divorced from its source, the Triune 
God.

This is why, despite the best intentions of many noble people who have striven and sacrificed 
themselves for their ideals, these systems are fundamentally opposed to the human person. 
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In the name of a better and more just society, they present an obstacle to our full communion 
with God, which, in the end, is the only thing which satisfies and completes our nature. They 
confine us to the restricted dimensions of a closed, mechanical, impersonal and material uni-
verse, which block out of the sight of Heaven. What meaning can life have, in truth, if we’re 
evolved animals and not images of God? If we’re condemned to die without any possibility of 
sharing in God’s eternal life?

[1] ‘fecisti nos ad te et inquietum est cor nostrum donec requiescat in te’ Confessions, 1, 1.
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AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

St. John (Maximovich) of Shanghai and San Francisco
Source: Hellenic News of America

The following excerpt, from The Ortho-
dox Veneration of the Mother of God by our 
modern day Saint John Maximovitch, Arch-
bishop of Shanghai and San Francisco, is an 
Orthodox Christian response to the Roman 
Catholic belief of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Virgin Mary. The Immaculate Con-
ception, the belief that the Mother of God 
was conceived and born without sin, was 
declared a dogma of the Catholic Church by 
Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854. The feast 
of the Immaculate Conception is a holy day 
of obligation for Roman Catholics.

Orthodox Christians, on the other hand, 
do not subscribe to the Immaculate Concep-
tion. Therefore, we do not have a feast day 
for it either. We do however have an impor-
tant feast on the following day, December 
9, on which we celebrate the Conception 
of the Theotokos by Saint Anna. There is a 
difference, a profound one, for Orthodox 
Christians.

What I share here from Saint John is not 
meant to hurl insults, discrimination, ha-
tred, or any of the sort. I just want to clarify 

some things. Saint John reposed in 1966 and is considered one of the greatest Orthodox Saints in 
the 20th century. His writing simply clarifies the Orthodox position, which is not the same as the 
Roman Catholic. If anything sounds a little harsh from what he says, I bring to mind 2 things. First, 
Saint John in his book cites Roman Catholic Saints in helping to explain the Orthodox position: 
Thomas Aquinas and Bernard of Clarivaux. Aquinas and Bernard are not Saints of the Orthodox 
Church, but they were pillars of the Roman Catholic Church during the medieval period. Both 
Aquinas and Bernard of Clairvaux decisively rejected the teaching of the Immaculate Conception 
however, seeing it as something foreign to the beliefs of the ancient Church. Secondly, Saint John 
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Maximovitch was not a hateful fanatic out to hurt people. He was actually a bishop in Paris for a 
period of time and was loved even by French Roman Catholics. In fact, there were Catholic clergy 
who were encouraging their flock at the time to look to John as a living Saint in their midst.

We Orthodox believe that the Panagia was conceived and born in a state of sin since she is a hu-
man being just like the rest of us. Only Christ was free of sin. We do venerate the Panagia highly 
though. She is the holiest of all the Saints and is like a member of our families. We do believe that 
the Panagia committed no actual personal sins. We believe that both through God’s grace and 
her free cooperation with God’s grace – both go together- she committed no sin. We believe she 
overcame every temptation to sin and thus remained ever pure, even in her mind and soul. There 
is a synergy, a cooperation, going on between God and the Panagia. She exercises her free will to 
respond to God. 

————-
The teaching of the complete sinlessness of the Mother of God (1) does not correspond to 

Sacred Scripture, where there is repeatedly mentioned the sinlessness of the “One Mediator 
between God and man, the man Jesus Christ” (1 Tim. 2:5); “and in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5); 
“Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” (1 Peter 2:22); “One that hath been 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15); “Him who knew no sin, He made 
to be sin on our behalf” (II Cor. 5:21). But concerning the rest of men it is said, Who is pure of 
defilement? No one who has lived a single day of his life on earth (Job 14:4). God commendeth 
His own love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us…If, while we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, being recon-
ciled, shall we be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:8-10).

(2) This teaching contradicts also Sacred Tradition, which is contained in numerous Patristic 
writings, where there is mentioned the exalted sanctity of the Virgin from Her very birth, as 
well as Her cleansing by the Holy Spirit at Her conception of Christ, but not at Her own concep-
tion by Anna. “There is none without stain before Thee, even though his life be but a day, save 
Thou alone, Jesus Christ our God, Who didst appear on earth without sin, and through Whom 
we all trust to obtain mercy and remission of sins.” (St. Basil the Great, Third Prayer of Vespers 
of Pentecost.) “But when Christ came through a pure, virginal, unwedded, God-fearing, unde-
filed Mother without wedlock and without father, and inasmuch as it befitted Him to be born, 
He purified the female nature, rejected the bitter Eve and overthrew the laws of the flesh” (St. 
Gregory the Theologian, “In Praise of Virginity”). However, even then, as Sts. Basil the Great 
and John Chrysostom speak of this, She was not placed in the state of being unable to sin, but 
continued to take care of Her salvation and overcame all temptations (St. John Chrysostom, 
Commentary on John, Homily 85; St. Basil the Great, Epistle 160).

(3) The teaching that the Mother of God was purified before Her birth, so that from Her 
might be born the Pure Christ, is meaningless; because if the Pure Christ could be born only if 
the Virgin might be born pure, it would be necessary that Her parents also should be pure of 
original sin, and they again would have to be born of purified parents, and going further in this 
way, one would have to come to the conclusion that Christ could not have become incarnate 
unless all His ancestors in the flesh, right up to Adam inclusive, had been purified beforehand 
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of original sin. But then there would 
not have been any need for the very 
Incarnation of Christ, since Christ came 
down to earth in order to annihilate sin.

(4) The teaching that the Mother of 
God was preserved from original sin, as 
likewise the teaching that She was pre-
served by God’s grace from person sins, 
makes God unmerciful and unjust; be-
cause if God could preserve Mary from 
sin and purify Her before Her birth, why 
does He not purify other men before 
their birth, but rather leaves them in 
sin? It follows likewise that God saves 
men apart from their will, predetermin-
ing certain ones before their birth to 
salvation.

(5) This teaching, which seemingly 
has the aim of exalting the Mother of 
God, in reality completely denies all Her 
virtues. After all, if Mary, even in the 
womb of Her mother, when She could 
not even desire anything either good or 
evil, was preserved by God’s grace from 
every impurity, and then by that grace 
was preserved from sin even after Her 
birth, then in what does Her merit con-
sist? If She could have been placed in 
the state of being unable to sin, and did 

not sin, then for what did God glorify Her? If She, without any effort, and without having any 
kind of impulses to sin, remained pure, then why is She crowned more than everyone else? 
There is no victory without an adversary.

The righteousness and sanctity of the Virgin Mary were manifested in the fact that She, be-
ing “human with passions like us,” so loved God and gave Herself over to Him, that by Her 
purity She was exalted high above the rest of the human race. For this, having been foreknown 
and forechosen, She was vouchsafed to be purified by the Holy Spirit Who came upon Her, 
and to conceive of Him the very Saviour of the world. The teaching of the grace-given sinless-
ness of the Virgin Mary denies her victory over temptations; from a victor who is worthy to be 
crowned with crowns of glory, this makes Her a blind instrument of God’s Providence.

It is not an exaltation and greater glory, but a belittlement of her, this “gift” which was given 
Her by Pope Pius IX and all the rest who think they can glorify the Mother of God by seeking 
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out new truths. The Most Holy Mary has been so much glorified by God Himself, so exalted is 
Her life on earth and Her glory in heaven, that human inventions cannot add anything to Her 
honor and glory. That which people themselves invent only obscures Her Face from their eyes. 
Brethren, take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil of you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ, wrote the Apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit (Col. 2:18).

Such a “vain deceit” is the teaching of the Immaculate Conception by Anna of the Virgin 
Mary, which at first sight exalts, but in actual fact belittles Her. Like every lie, it is a seed of 
the “father of lies” (John 8:44), the devil, who has succeeded by it in deceiving many who do 
not understand that they blaspheme the Virgin Mary. Together with it there should also be re-
jected all the other teaching which have come from it or are akin to it. The striving to exalt the 
Most Holy Virgin to an equality with Christ ascribing to her maternal tortures at the Cross an 
equal significance with the sufferings of Christ, so that the Redeemer and “Co-Redemptress” 
suffered equally, according to the teaching of the Papists, or that “the human nature of the 
Mother of God in heaven together with the God-Man Jesus jointly reveal the full image of 
man” (Archpriest S. Bulgakov, The Unburnt Bush, p. 141) – is likewise a vain deceit and a seduc-
tion of philosophy. In Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female (Gal. 3:39), and Christ has 
redeemed the whole human race; therefore at His Resurrection equally did “Adam dance for 
joy and Eve rejoice” (Sunday Kontakia of the First and Third Tones), and by His Ascension did 
the Lord raise up the whole of human nature.

Likewise, that the Mother of God is a “complement of the Holy Trinity” or a “fourth Hyposta-
sis”; that “the Son and the Mother are a revelation of the Father through the second and Third 
Hypostases”; that the Virgin Mary is a “creature, but also no longer a creature” – all this is the 
fruit of vain, false wisdom which is not satisfied with what the Church has held from the time 
of the Apostles, but strives to glorify the Holy Virgin more than God glorified Her.

Thus are the words of St. Epiphanius of Cyprus fulfilled: “Certain senseless ones in their 
opinion about the Holy Ever-Virgin have striven and are striving to put Her in place of God” 
(St. Epiphanius, “Against the Antidikomarionites”). But that which is offered to the Virgin in 
senselessness, instead of praise of Her turns out to be blasphemy; and the All-Immaculate One 
rejected the lie, being the Mother of Truth (John 14:6).
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Christmas Troparion — Tone 4
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, / Has shone to the world the Light of 
wisdom! / For by it, those who worshipped the stars, / Were taught 
by a Star to adore You, / The Sun of Righteousness, / And to know 

You, the Orient from on High. / O Lord, glory to You!
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Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, 
/ And the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable 
One! / Angels with shepherds glorify Him! / The wise 

men journey with a star!  Since for our sake the 
Eternal God was born as 

a Little Child!

Kontakion — Tone 3
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TO OUR MESSENGER PATRONS

We would like to thank our dear brothers and sisters who have supported 
financially and otherwise the work on this year’s edition of our Parish Christmas Messenger.

We all know how important it is to have this kind of publication, 
not just for our Parishioners but for everyone who is interested to learn more about our 

Orthodox Christian Faith and way of life. 

May God through His Divine Grace send every blessing upon them and kindle their hearts with 
love and peace that “comes from above!“ 
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Christmas Greetings - Messages 

+++
“In loving memory of Nesho Pantelich 

(Husband, Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather)
We miss you dearly. Vjecnaja Pamjat“

  - barbara Pantelich and family

+++
In Loving Memory of

Grandparents
Ralph & Nellie Lebo

In Loving Memory of
Baba &  Dedo

Alexa &  Stephania Kormushoff

In Loving Memory of Parents
George A. & Violet K. Lebo

In Loving Memory of our Father
John H. Barnhart

The Very best of Health for
Stephen George Lebo & Sandra Ann Barnhart

Mrs. Gail Barnhart
Stephen E. & Kristie L. Lebo,

children Lucas George, Lucy May and Leona Hope
Alexandra Erika and Jonathan Andrew Bailey,

sons Rory Alexander and Rhys William

+++
“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

boun Natale, Christo e Nato!”
From Dr. and Mrs. Robin Saylor & family in Italy!
 

+++
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“Hristos se Rodi!
In loving memory of my parents Stevan and Radmila bela Milosevich, 

and many family members overseas”
  - Love you, daughter Marija Millosevich 

+++
“May the joy of Christ’s birth shine in our hearts always! Christ is born! Glorify Him! 

Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and New Year!”
  -  Love: Chris, Kate, Panayoti, 

Kassiani and Seraphima Giovanis

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Vaistinu se Rodi!”

  -  Saylor, Merill and Holtz Families

+++
“In memory of our Family members and Family friends

Michael & Emilia Rahalewicz, Jenny & Ted Dubinin, Tamara & Paul Shartle, Alex Rahalewicz, 
Valentina Rahalewicz, Michael Rahalewicz, Sergei Rahalewicz, Irene Dutko, Francis Dubinin, 

Eugene Kudasow, Jan Zaprudnik, Nikolai & Olga Martushewich - Vjecnaja Pamjat

- Joe & Louise Rahalewich

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Christ is born! Glorify Him!

May the miracle of His birth fill your heart with love at 
Christmas time and throughout the New Year!”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
  - Helen & John Gingrich and family

+++
“Memory eternal to all our family and friends, forever in our hearts!”

  - Helen & John Gingrich and Faimily

+++
“In Loving Memory of my Godmother Tracy Stanovich! Memory Eternal! ”

  - Dewey Yetter

+++
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“Vjecnaja Pamjat!
To my wife Nancy Mrakovich Yetter!
Hrisltos se Rodi - Voistinu se Rodi!”

  - Dewey Yetter

+++
“In Loving Memory of the first Peyachkie Family! ”

  - Natalie Ratzkovich, Paul Leigh and Nikolai

+++
“Christ is born! Glorify Him! 

In loving memory of Gregory Anstine.”
  - Anthony, Susan and Stephanie Anstine

+++
“Christ is born! Glorify Him! 
A blessed Nativity to All.”

  - Vasilios and Georgia Anstine

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Christ is Born! 

A very blessed Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year to all!”
  - Gil and Elaine Resanovich Darlak

+++
“May the Lord bless everyone with peace, love and joy. 
May our Lord give us wisdom to see the light of truth.

Christ is born!”
  - In Christ, Andrey, Nataliya, 

Vsevolod, Ivy, Georgiy, Yaroslav!

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Christ is born!”

  - The Jonovich Family

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Vaistinu se Rodi Christ is born! Indeed He is born!

Vjecnaja Pamjat - In loving memory of all Departed Kotay Family members!
Love you Mom (Lulu) - Stacy DeMott

+++
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“Christ is born! Glorify Him! 
Wishing our community a blessed Nativity and much happiness and joy in the New Year 2023”

  - James and barbara Tautkas 

+++
“In loving memory of Thomas G. Vracarich

February 12, 1942 - October 18, 2022
Vjecnaja Pamjat!

Hristos se Rodi! Vaistinu se Rodi!”
  - Carol and Lara Vracarich

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Vaistinu se Rodi!
Christ is Born! Indeed He is Born!

Merry Christmas wishes from the Sentz, Vracarich & Oblisnky Families”
  - bobby and Vanessa Sentz

+++
“Christ is born! Merry Christmas!”

  -  Dennis & Natalie Houser

+++
“Hristos se Rodi! Vaistinu se Rodi!”

 - Joe - Tom - Donald Maransky

+++
“Much love and many blessings to our brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

We think about you all often and miss you!”
  - Gordon & Fannie Easterly

+++
“Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!”
  -  Ed & Tena  blain

+++
“Christ is born ! Glorify Him !

Wishing everyone a blessed Nativity and a Happy New Year !”

Panagiotis, Viktoriya, Stefanos, Serafima, & Loukia billis
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St. Justin Popovic

In our chaotic present, one deity suppresses the other deities more and more, imposes it-
self as the only god more and more irresistibly, tortures its worshipers more and more merci-
lessly. That deity is: the zeitgeist. Before him day and night, the tormented inhabitants of Eu-
rope mourn, and offer him their conscience, their soul, their life and their heart as a sacrifice. It 
has its own priests, fanatical priests, who made our unhappy Europe an altar on which her body 
is constantly sacrificed. Their passionate fanaticism crosses all other continents and tries to 
turn them into victims of their god. But before they manage to make the souls of all the con-
tinents join in a stormy Hosanna to their god, we will put their god to the test, and check him.

Their God: the zeitgeist is too complex, built from the most diverse elements. It contains all the 
contradictions of modern life: culture and civilization, philosophy and science, Catholicism and 
Protestantism. It contains all the tragedy and all the comedy of life as it is. And living according 
to the spirit of the times, man breaks against the ravines of all those irreconcilable contradictions. 
But what is most terrible in this is: a systematically organized uprising against the human person-
ality. The spirit of time restrains the personality with its autocratic tyranny, mechanizes it: you 

AbOUT THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES
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are a cog in the roaring machinery of modernity - live as a cog; you are a hole in the strummed 
piano of the present, whose holes are shaken by the spirit of the times - live as a hole. Determin-
ism, which twists into fatalism, is the main means by which it deifies the spirit of the times: every-
thing depends on the environment, on the environment, not on personal feats; everything you 
do, you don’t do, but the environment does through you; if you commit a crime, it is not you who 
is to blame, but the environment in which you are. - But all that, translated into the language of 
Slavic sincerity, reads: everything is allowed: all vices, all crimes, all transgressions, all sins are al-
lowed, because everything that happens - happens according to the inexorable laws of necessity.

Our planet is merciless; it has always been a tomb for both gods and men. She included many 
gods in her monument; but there was no god as senseless as the spirit of our time, because Eu-
rope deified in him all its diseases, all its sins, all its vices and transgressions. If so, Europe proved 
it with the cannibalistic war of yesterday, and proves it, no less, with the cannibalistic peace of 
the present. This can be seen by any insect that is not infected with the spirit of our time; this 
can be seen by every person who gazes into the chaos of our present with the eyes of Christ.

Time is a fragment of Eternity; if it is torn away from it, it imprints itself into an unbearably desper-
ate meaninglessness. The human spirit is a fragment of the Spirit of Eternity; if it is torn away from 
it, it loses its eternal meaning and peace, and is imprinted in the ultimate torment, where there is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. The spirit of our time has broken away from the Spirit of Eternity, 
that is why it struggles, cries and gnashes its teeth. He was ingenious and fearless in finding the 
scissors with which to cut himself off from eternity; now he is persistent in his desperate impotence 
and his dark worship. Convey the spirit of our time through the Spirit of Eternity: what remains that 
has not turned red with shame, what remains of our culture and civilization, what of science and 
fashion, what of democracy and revolution? - I am not talking about eternity, which is a transcen-
dent possibility, but about living, real Eternity, God-human Eternity, Eternity that proves Himself 
with His Person and His life, shows Himself and justifies the accuracy and truth of His words: I am 
life, eternal life. - Until Christ, Eternity was a withering assumption; from Christ, it becomes a physical 
reality, a sensual reality, which our hands have felt, our eyes have considered, our ears have heard. 
The spirit of Eternity becomes as tangible as the spirit of time. In the person of the God-man Christ, 
time came to an organic unity with Eternity, and thus: to its eternal meaning. That is why Christ be-
came and forever remained: the eternal check of all times, all gods, all people and all things. That 
is why Christ is the only fair and infallible check of both our present and our spirit of time. Tested 
by Him, evaluated by Him, the spirit of our time is human, all too human. He lives as a man, he 
breathes as a man, the spirit of our time boasts of a man - a man, not a God-man. That is the cen-
ter of our tragedy, and only that. The spirit of our time in the worship of man leads to man-mania, 
that is why the Spirit of Eternity is underestimated, spat on and almost banished from our planet.

They brag about the man, the European man as he is; but check him, evaluate him as a God-
man, and your thanks will turn into your shame and your grief. They brag about something, and 
say: this is worthy of Eternity and stares into the eyes of man, boastful and proud. But leave 
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the man, turn to the God-man, from Whose gentle eyes radiate Eternal truth and Eternal Life, 
and say to Him, say without shame: here, Lord, this is mine, and it is worthy of Eternity! - Don’t 
brag about man, don’t brag about time, because you brag about ashes, and pus, and stench, 
and stench. The purpose of man is to unite with the God-man; the meaning of time is to melt 
into Eternity. - They constantly offer me their zeitgeist in exchange for Christ, their small rela-
tive truths in exchange for absolute Truth and Eternity. But tell me: what will you replace Christ 
with? By myself? - Compare yourself with Him. A man? Prove to me that he is sinless, immortal and 
eternal. An asset to someone? - Prove to me that moths will not gnaw it and rust will not spoil it.

Man is rotten, our European man: isn’t it foolish to build on him as a foundation the edifice of hu-
man happiness? The God-Man is eternal, eternal and irreplaceable: isn’t it folly to want to replace 
Him with anyone and anything in time? The center is man: earth and petty cares and concerns; the 
center is the God-man: heaven and the kingdom of heaven: Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
justice, and all these things will be added to you, everything, everything, everything. - They offer us 
two paths: the path of the spirit of time, and the path of the Spirit of Eternity, the Spirit of Christ.

The spirit of our time is the subtle mockery of our days; the counterfeit of progress, enlightenment, 
civilization, culture is sold under that label. That’s why it is more necessary today than ever to have 
the gift for discerning spirits, the Orthodox gift, the ascetic gift, so that a person can make his way 
through the terrifying chaos of our present. The spirit of our time should be checked with the Spirit 
of Eternity. - Publicly and secretly, the spirit of our time preaches cannibalism, cultural cannibalism, 
which has its apologist in science, in its axiom: the struggle for self-preservation. Man is clay, means, 
food for a man of stronger physical organization. Everything is relative; and man is relative. But the 
spirit of Eternity, Christ’s Eternity, teaches: man is eternal, and has eternal value; he can be nobody’s 
tool but God’s; The God-man is the only one who has the right to evaluate man with the last price; 
none of the people has the right to make even the worst, worst person a means of self-preservation. 
- According to the spirit of the times: pride - be proud; it is in the spirit of Eternity: calmness - be calm. 
According to the first: the main virtue is to be satisfied with oneself; according to the second: the main 
virtue is to be dissatisfied with oneself, and to be satisfied with Christ. A man who lives in the spirit of 
our time sees only what is visible, which is time; the man who lives by Christ sees only what cannot be 
seen, i.e. ever after. That is why for the former the present care is difficult, and for the latter it is easy 
(cf. 2 Cor. 4:17-18). Through the cracked crust of time, through the cracks of space, the man of Christ 
looks and sees what is eternal, God-human. He dives into the body of every human being, seeks and 
finds the pearl of eternity. Through the dilapidated home of his body, he goes to the eternal home, 
not made by hands, to the God-given home in the heavens. He sighs for one thing: to be clothed in 
his heavenly body, to be devoured by death (cf. 2 Cor. 5:1-4). Time is meaningless - until it is baptized 
with Eternity; man - until he is baptized as God-man; the earth - until it is married to the sky; my heart 
- until it is connected with the heart of the Lord Jesus by the artery of love. - Time is a transition and 
passage to Eternity. Eternity is the content, the station, the sea into which the river of time flows.

The spirit of our time has one categorical imperative: carpe diem (seize the day!): the spirit of 
Christ’s Eternity has its own imperative: carpe aeternitatem (seize Eternity!). For the man of Christ, 



25

every day is a ticket to Eternity. In every slice of 
time he lives Eternity and works for Eternity; he still 
has eternal life here on earth (John 5:24). For him, 
time is the stage on which he fights for eternal life; 
through mortality he strives for immortality; through 
bitterness - for bliss; through time - for Eternity. 
Fight for eternal life, to which you are called. With 
what? By faith, love, justice, piety, patience, meek-
ness, sorrow, mercy (cf. 1 Tim. 6,10-12). - It is the way 
of God and man as opposed to the way of man. It 
is high time to change the standard: man is not the 
measure of all things, but the God-man; Eternity 
should not be measured by time, but time by Eter-
nity; not God-man by man, but man by God-man; 
not heaven with earth, but earth with heaven: not 
the mind of God with the mind of man, but with 
the mind of God the mind of man. The spirit of time 
should be adapted to the spirit of Eternity, not vice 
versa; the spirit of man should be adapted to the 
spirit of the God-man, not the other way around.

Christ appeared as the most revolutionary rebel 
against the spirit of His time; He transferred the 
center of life from time to Eternity, from man to 

God-man. But even after twenty centuries, He appears as the most eloquent protest against the 
spirit of our time, against the “prince of this world” (Job 14:30). The world has wandered so far 
from God that it has been ruled by the prince of darkness, the prince of evil, the spirit of wrath 
and opposition. It is God-loving, Christ-loving: living according to the spirit of this world, which 
works in the sons of opposition (cf. Eph. 2:2). The sons of opposition oppose Eternity, they op-
pose the God-man, they walk in the spirit of this world, in the spirit of the time, which rebelled 
against Eternity. But the sons of God, the sons of Christ live according to the spirit of Christ’s 
Eternity, according to the spirit of that world, the upper, heavenly world; their “life is hidden 
with Christ in God” in heaven (cf. Col. 3, 3). Their heart is above, above this world, where neither 
the moth of time nor the rust of evil corrupts, and where evil spirits do not undermine and steal.

If the spirit of this world is torn away from Eternity, if it is not an organic part of it, it becomes a tomb, 
sealed with seven apocalyptic seals, which no one but the Lamb of God can unseal. Living according 
to the spirit of this world, man lives in a suffocating tomb from which only Christ can resurrect him and 
plant him in the heavens at the right hand of the Father (cf. Eph. 2, 5). The God-man “gave himself for 
our sins, to deliver us from the present evil world” (cf. Gal. 1:4). He gave Himself - he gave us the way 
of salvation from the spirit of this world, from the spirit of the times. There is no second time. Our vo-
cation is: to fight with the spirit of this world, to fight - not with ourselves, but with Christ because He 
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overcomes the world (cf. Jn. 16, 33), and we win through Him and through Him. Defeating the spirit of 
this world, we become people not of this world, we outgrow the world and grow into Christ’s Eternity.

The world is something to be mastered. With what? - The upper world. The spirit of our time is 
something that needs to be mastered. With what? - By the Spirit of Christ. Man is something to be 
mastered. With what? - God-man. Christ’s people are from God, and they overcome the world, be-
cause he who is in them is greater than he who is in the world (cf. 1 Jn. 4:4). Contemporary Christians 
are afraid of the spirit of our time: of atheism and anarchism, of wars and revolutions - and they are 
afraid to fight with it, not because they have lost the feeling that Christ who is in them is greater than 
the spirit of evil that is in the world? But it is high time for the Orthodox to equip themselves with the 
full armor of God, so that they can stand against the cunning of this world. It is necessary for them 
to awaken their whole soul and their whole body to an eternally awake zeal and vigil, awakened by 
prayer and fasting. Awakened - let them take the full armor of God: let them gird their loins with truth 
and put on the armor of justice; let them put their feet in the Gospel of peace and take the shield of 
faith; let them take the helmet of salvation and the spiritual sword - the word of God; and let them 
pray to God in the spirit without ceasing, watching with all patience and praying for all the saints (cf. 
Eph. 6:11-18). - In the matter itself: such a struggle was led by Christ and the apostles, martyrs and 
ascetics. Through his life and work, the God-man Christ showed how man organically unites with 
God, how time organically unites with Eternity, how the terrible problem of time and space is finally 
solved. Apostles and martyrs, sufferers and ascetics Orthodox followed the divine-human path of 
Christ, and they succeeded in defeating the spirit of this world: they made all time eternal, all human 
- divine-human; they made their soul, body, and senses immortal, incorruptible, eternal. They always 
lived according to the spirit of Eternity, never according to the spirit of time, and left us one bequest: 
always live as a God-man, never as a man; live always in the spirit of Eternity, never in the spirit of time.

 Christian Life, Sremski Karlovci, II/4 (1923), p. 145 – 150 
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The Nativity of Christ
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Great Lent Services
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Great Lent Services
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Great Lent and Pascha Services 
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Celebration of our SLava
Antipascha - Sunday of St. Thomas
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Glory to God, on May 1st 2022 we had 
the blessing to have His Grace, our 
Bishop and father kyr Irinej presiding 
with the Divine Hierarchical Liturgy on 
our Parish Feast Day.

After the Divine Liturgy, and the pro-
cession around the temple and break-
ing of the Slavksi Kolach, our Sunday 
School teacher Mr. Chris Giovanis asked 
His Grace Bishop Irinej to spent some 
time with the youngest members of 
our Parish answering their questions. 

During the feast celebration in the 
Church hall, the children of our Sunday 
school, gave a present to His Grace 
they made and asked him to visit us 
more often. 
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Fund Raising Events

We want to thank everyone in our Parish for coordinating these successful events and everyone 
that gave of their time to help our Parish. 



41

We would like to welcome home into the Orthodox Church our beloved brothers and sisters in 
Christ, the newly baptized: Gregory, Anna, Michael, Mark, Theophilos and Polina who clothed 
themselves with Christ on Holy Saturday and received the Holy Sacraments on Pascha. 

Baptisms

May God embrace you our most beloved new soldiers of Christ with His Divine Grace and grant 
you everlasting joy in His bosom and may you forever preserve the baptismal Grace bestowed 

upon you.
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We would like to welcome into our beloved brother in Christ, the newly baptized Ignatios . 

Baptisms

May God embrace him with His Divine Grace and grant him and his godfather Mr. George Weiss 
many blessed years of spiritual advancement.
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Blessing of the beginning of the new School Year
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Altar Project and setting up new frescoes in the Altar
With the blessing of our Hierarch, his Grace Bishop Irinej and the generous support and love of our 
Parishioners we were able to finalize the beautification of our Altar by adding new frescoes. With God’s 
help and the help of our dear brother in Christ Mr. George Weiss we were able to finish the Altar project 
on time. Thanks to everyone who contributed on their own way and made this possible.
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Schedule of SERVICES

EVERY FRIDAY 
 at 6:30 PM PARAKLISIS
EVERY SATURDAY
 at 6:00 PM VESPERS
EVERY SUNDAY
 at 10:00 AM HOLY LITURGY

Friday, January 6, 2023 - Nativity Eve/Badnje Vece
 8:30 am  Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great with Vespers
 
Friday, January 6, 2023 - Nativity Eve/Badnje Vece
 6:00 pm  Orthros, with the blessing of the Badnjak and Christmas Eve.

Saturday, January 7, 2023 - Feast of the Nativity/ Bozic/ Χριστούγεννα
 9:30 am  Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
    
Sunday, January 8, 2023
 at 10:00 am Divine Liturgy - Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos

Friday, January 13, 2023
 at 6:00 pm Vespers.

Saturday, January 14, 2023 - (Church New Year) 
   Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord/St. Basil’s Day
 8:30 am  Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Saturday, January 14, 2023
 at 6:00 pm VESPERS

Sunday, January 15, 2023
 at 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
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Schedule of Services... Continued

Thursday, January 19, 2022 - Feast of Theophany 
 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy with Greater blessings of water

Thursday, January 19, 2023
 at 6:00 pm VESPERS

Friday, January 20, 2022 - St. John the Baptist
 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
   
Friday, January 20, 2023
 at 6:30 pm Paraklisis

Saturday, January 21, 2023
 at 6:00 pm VESPERS

Sunday, January  22, 2023
 10:00 am Orthros, Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, January 26, 2023
 at 6:00 pm VESPERS
   
Friday, January 27, 2022 - St. Sava the First Archbishop of Serbia
 9:00 am    Divine Liturgy 

Friday, January 27, 2022
 at 6:30 pm Paraklisis

Saturday, January 28, 2022
 at 6:00 pm VESPERS

Sunday, January  29, 2023
 10:00 am Orthros, Divine Liturgy
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Visit our Parish Church web site on: http://holyresurrectonofchrist.com/
and our Facebook page: Holy Resurrection  


