FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT LENT
SUNDAY OF VENERABLE MARY OF EGYPT

Resurrection Troparion — TONE 5: Let us, O faithful, praise and worship
the Word/ Who is co-unoriginate with the Father and the Spirit, / and
Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation; / for He was pleased to
ascend the Cross in the flesh / and to endure death, / and to raise the
dead by His glorious Resurrection.

Troparion of the Feast — TONE 8:

In thee, O Mother, was preserved unimpaired that which is according to
God’s image, / for thou hast taken up the Cross and followed Christ. / By
thine actions thou hast taught us to despise the flesh, for it passes away, /
but to care for the soul, which is a thing immortal; // and so thy spirit, holy
Mary, rejoiceth with the angels.

From the Book “Three-Hundred Sayings of the Ascetics of the Church”
“Do not attempt to benefit by rebuking one who boasts of his virtues, for
he who loves to display himself cannot be a lover of truth.”

(St. Mark the Ascetic, Homilies, 2.222)

Schedule of services for the following week:
+ Lenten Hours every day from Monday to Friday from 9 am.
+ Tuesday — April 24 — Catechism from 6:30 pm.
+ Wednesday — April 25 — Presanctified Liturgy from 5:30 pm.
+ Friday — April 26 - Paraklisis with Akathist from 6:30 pm.
+ Saturday - April 27 - Hierarchical Liturgy from 9 am. LAZARUS
SATURDAY

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
Epistle: Heb. 9:11-14 & Gal. 3: 23-29-19.
Gospel: Mark 10: 32-45 & Luke 7:36-50.

In Our Prayers: Anna Marie Slovesko, Peter and Monica Mikheil, Noah Martinez,
Helen Gingrich, Ruth Yovanovich, Joan Babinski, Amanda Rahalewich, Alejandro
Gonzalez, Jared Worley, Aida Aguirre, Nicholas.

May God remember the souls of the departed servants: Miroslav Pantelich,
Gregory Anstine, Jan Zaprudnik, Nenad Pantlich, Tracy Stanovic, William
Yovanovich, Dorothy Kerestter, Dragoljub (Donald) Maransky, John Gingrich,
Antony Vracharich, Eleonore Clay, Bob Sentz, Nicholas Dudtko, Jovanka Ebling.

Those that need special care: Lillian Sentz, Nicholas.

From the Synaxarion - Fifth Sunday of the Great Lent

Born in Egypt in the sixth century, St. Mary left home at the age of twelve and
went to Alexandria. There, she spent the next 17 years of her life in debauchery.
Living on charity and linen-weaving, she offered her body to any man. But unlike
most women, she was not forced into this out of necessity. In fact, she often
refused payment whenever the men tried to compensate her. Instead, she
engaged in these acts to try to satisfy the desires that consumed her.

REJECTED IN JERUSALEM - One day, seeing a crowd moving toward the port, she
followed them and set sail with them for Jerusalem, the Holy City, offering her
body to pay her fare. When they arrived, Saint Mary followed the crowd to the
Church of the Resurrection, as it was the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. But,
when she reached the threshold of the church, an invisible force prevented her
entering, while the other pilgrims could go in without any problem. Left alone in
the narthex, Mary realized it was the impurity of her life that prevented her from
approaching. She burst into tears and smote her breast and, seeing an icon of the
Theotokos (Mother of God), said: “O Sovereign Lady, who didst bear God in the
flesh, | know that | should not dare to look upon thine icon, thou who art pure in
soul and body, because, debauched as | am, | must fill thee with disgust. But, as
the God born of thee became man to call sinners to repentance, come to my aid!
Allow me to go into the church and prostrate before His Cross. And, as soon as |
have seen the Cross, | promise | will renounce the world and all pleasures and
follow the path of salvation that thou willest to show me.” She felt herself
suddenly freed from the power that had held her and was able to enter the
church. There she venerated the Holy Cross. Then, returning to the icon of the
Theotokos, she declared herself ready to follow the path shown to her. A voice
replied to her from on high: “If you cross the Jordan, you will find rest.”
CROSSING THE JORDAN - Leaving the church, Saint Mary of Egypt bought three
loaves with the alms a pilgrim had given her. Once she found which road led to
the Jordan, she set out on her journey. Arriving one evening at the Church
of Saint John the Baptist, she washed in the Jordan River, received Holy
Communion, ate half of one of the loaves, and went to sleep on the riverbank.
The next morning, she crossed the river and lived from that time on in the desert.
She remained there for 47 years without ever encountering another human being
or animal, living off only the bread she had left and the herbs and plants of the



desert. During the first seventeen years, St. Mary endured physical hardship. Her
clothes faded away to nothing more than rags, and she battled against unyielding
heat and bitter cold. Perhaps more than this, she also faced violent assaults from
passions and the memory of her sins. Throwing herself on the ground, she
implored the Theotokos to come to her aid. Protected by God, who desires
nothing but that the sinner should turn to Him and live, she uprooted all the
passions from her heart by means of extraordinary ascesis and was able to turn
the fire of carnal desire into a flame of divine love that made it possible for her to
endure the implacable desert with joy.

MEETING FATHER ZOSIMAS - Following 47 years in solitude, Mary met
the priest Saint Zosimas (April 4) in the desert, who had journeyed to the desert
for the Great Fast. When he first saw her, he thought her an apparition, and
begged her to give him a blessing and speak to him. St. Mary called to him by
name and asked that he give her his cloak to hide her nakedness. They conversed
for a time, and Saint Mary told Zosimas the story of her life in Egypt and her
conversion to the Christian Faith. Then Mary asked him to meet her again the
following year by the banks of the Jordan on Holy Thursday, and to bring Holy
Communion with him. When the day arrived, Zosimas saw Mary appearing on the
further bank of the river. She made the sign of the Cross and walked on the water
toward Zosimas, who attempted to bow to her. St. Mary rebuked him, saying he
was far superior to her, and that he held the Eucharist in his hands. Having
received Holy Communion, St. Mary wept and said: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation” (Luke 2:29). She then crossed back to the other side of the Jordan,
asking Zosimas to meet her again the following year in the place where they had
first met.

END OF LIFE - When the year was past, Zosimas went to the place and found St.
Mary’s body on the ground, her arms crossed and her face turned towards the
East. Beside her, she had written a message in the sand, telling Zosimas that she
had died on the first of April after having received the Eucharist from him. She
also instructed him to pray for her and to bury her body in that place, which was
at least a 20 days’ journey from the Jordan river. Simply put, she had been
miraculously transported to that place through the power of God. After having
vainly tried to dig up the earth with a stick, he saw a lion approaching Mary’s
body and licking her feet. On the orders of the Elder, the beast dug a hole with its
claws. Father Zosimas then placed St. Mary’s body into the grave. After the burial,
Father Zosimas returned to his monastery and told of the marvels God had
wrought through this pious, repentant woman, who turned away from sin and
moved toward God with all her heart.

CHURCH BULLETIN
APRIL 2157 /8™, 2024

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT LENT
SUNDAY OF VENERABLE MARY OF EGYPT

HOLY RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

120 East Weidman Street
Lebanon, PA 17046
Parish Priest - Fr. Borjan Vitanov
Phone: 240-367-2130
e-mail: o.borjan@gmail.com
holyresurrectionofchrist.com



mailto:o.borjan@gmail.com

